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An Accompt of fome Books. 
I. TraBatus de l^ATVKA SVbSTJNTJJ^ ENEj{GETlCj, 
JeudeVrrA TSJATVKjE^ ejufqi^ Tribuf primis Facultatibus^^ 
Perceptiva, Appetitiva, Mottva^ &c. Auth. Franc, Gliffonio, 
Med. D^i3 P. iS Colh Med. Loud^ Socio^ nee non Societatis Re^ 
galis Collegd, Londini. A^ i6]2, in^\ 

THe famous Author of this PhilolophicalTreatife endea- 
vors to make it ouc^ that matter is thePrime and Radical 
fubjeft of Life-^ox^ that Life is the inmoft eflence of matter, and 
infcparable from the fame: Andjbecaufe the very Eflence of 
matcer is fubjed: to various Modifications, that thence its Hfe 
alfo is capable of being varioufly modified^lo as to be differenc 
in Plants and Animals 5 being in all their kinds varied by a 
ftrange diverlity of Strudture and Organization. 

This Life our Author efteems to be the very Energetical na- 
ture of a fubftance, whereby it is fitted for Operation^ that 15^, 
made a Principle of Perception^, Appetition and Motion ^ not 
producible in his opinion by any external power, motion, tex- 
ture, figure, organization, proportion, or connexion of parts, 
but by the fole Firft Caufeof all things. 

The fame Life^as *cis efifential to matter, is here diftinguifti'c 
from the Senfes ; which to our Author are not the very firft and 
fimple perception of Nature^ but fome Organical Modifica- 
tions thereof; forafmuch as,in his opinion, if there were no 
iV^/^^r^/, perception, no modification or organization of mat- 
ter would be able to change it into Animal or Senfitive^^ but 
a Natural one being given, this, flowing immediately from the 
fubftantia! nature of the matter^ will be fubjed: to as many 
kinds of Modifications, as the matter it felf is capable of. And 
it feeras, chat the main fcope of this book was, to invefligate 
thofe various Modifications of life 5 though the Author inge- 
nioufly confefleth, to have met with fach difficulties h\ th{$ 
nrgument, that as yet he hath not io much as gone through all 
the variations of Inanimat Subftances ; much kfs through thofe 
very fubtiie Formations oiPlantx and A±nimds. 

If it be asked, How this ISlatural Perception becomes Sen* 
fitiveot Animali the Doftor anfwers, That difpofed matter, 
finding it felf capable, fo far to raifeits perceptions, as to re- 
double ir, whereby ic may be enabled to judge of its own 
€ti and to behold them with delight, falls upon organizing, 
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and adapts for every Senfe as *cwere a double Organ^ an intcr-- 
nal and external i aod the fame matter perceiving withal, that 
'tis needlefs, there ihould be an internal on^, appropriate for 
every external^ it forms one only internal^ Common to all the 
external, and by proper nerves connects each external to in 
And this to him conftitutes Senfation, which he faith is not per- 
formed without r^ic>/ii&//>ig the ad of Perception ; fince, if a 
JVerve^ by whofe means Perception is redoubled, beany way 
intercepted, tisin^Gutta ferena^ or in a Paralitick Member^ 
there is no Senfation. So that^ according to our AuihorjSen- 
fation is Perception enobled and exalted, able to judge of iis 
objedj to refled: upon it with complacency^ to fulpend its 
action, to avert it (elf from one objeft to another • whence 
Brutes themfelves are by him obferv*d to be in feme meafure 
capable of Dilciphne^ and of reward and puniflbment. 

From all which it appears, that here is afferred fuch a Na- 
tural Perception^ as is anterior to^ more general.and moripim- 
pie than that of Senfe sin which perceptioUj accompanied with 
appetition and motioUjOur Author makes Original Life to con- 
fift, which to him is nothing elie but the Energeiical nature of 
any being fubfiftingby it felf^ fince he underftands not^ that 
fo noble a being as that is which fubfifts by it feif^fliould be ufe- 
lefs, and fit for no operation. 

If any do object^ that thefe general notions are too foon 
brought upon the Stage, and that Particular Forms are to be 
found out firft^ and thence we are to rife to the Vniverfal^ioi' 
afmuch as there is nothing in the Underftandiog which has not 
been firfl: in the Senf^* ^ our Author thinks this ratiocination to 
be grounded upon a ialle fuppofitiouj as if the particular rea- 
fons of things did incurr into our fenfes before the univerfal. 

There are too many thujgs in this Treatife for fuch a Breviat 
asthismuft be^ to take notjce of them all. One particular 
there is, that feems very paradoxical 5 which I fliall but touchy 
and then conclude^ it is,That this Author judgeth it to be more 
Philofopbic::!^ to hold a Vemtration ofSubJlancesth'SLXi a Vacuum-^ 
and that a Motion not being to be deniedjand confequcntly ei:^ 
ther a Vacuum^ or fuch a Penetration to be afferted. the former 
of thele being by him^ as he thinks, difproved, the latter QPe^ 
mtratwi) muit take place. 
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Il.Jeremise Horroccii^;i^/i Opera Pofihumaiuna cum Guil^Crab- 
craei Obfervationibm Cjejtibus i nee non Joh* Flamftedii de 
Temporis Mquatione Dtatriba^ Numerifq:^ Lunaribm ad novum 
LVN^Syfiema Horroccn. Londim, zmpenfis Joh. Marty d, 
T^ Societatis Typographic A^Sy^Jn ^. 

THis Horrox is the fame with him , that is the Author of 
that excellent Tract^called Venm in Sole vifa^ publifh*t by 
the famous Johannes Hevelius together with his Mercurius in 
SqU vifus: who if he had not been fnatch'c away by an untime- 
ly death in the flower of his age^ would certainly, by hisindu- 
ftry and exaccnefs, which did accompany his great affection to 
Aftronomy, have very coniiderably advanced that Science. 
Now we have only left us thefe imperfect Papers, digcfted^not 
without great care and labour, by that Learned Mathematici-- 
an Dr^ John Wallis ; Wherein does occurr, 

Ftrji^ the F^pkrian Aftronomy , aflerted and promoted 5 
which this Author undertook^ after he had fpent much time^ 
and taken great pains in acquainting himlelf with that ofLanf 
herguis^ which he at firft embraced with fo much eagernefs and 
addition, that \t wasdijfficult to divorce him from it 5 till at 
lengthy by the advertifements of ^Fi?7//^/72 Cr/^iJ^r^^j a fagacious 
and diligent Aftronomer of that time, he fouodj that neither 
tht Hypothefes oiLanfbergius were confiftent among themfelves, 
nor his Tables agreed with Obfervations exactly made, nor 
the Precepts of them were well demonftrated or could be ^ 
whatever that man boafted of the wonderfull agreement of 
hhTables with the Obfervations of former times : All which 
errors having been found atlaftbyour Author hioifelf^ and 
withall the writings of ^pkr^ and the Rudolphin Tables by him 
fearch*t into, he faw caufe far to prefer them to the Lansbergi-^ 
ii«,becaufe grounded upon Hfpothefis confonant toNature^and 
well agreeing with the Heavens: though he found caufe by 
his accurate Obfervations to amend even thefe Tables 5 yet 
without a neceflity of changing the Hypothefis^ In which work 
when he was well engaged^he was cut off by death very young, 
in the 2:>rh year of his age. His firft piece then, were his Dif- 
putatiors agairft the Aftronomy of L^w/lfr^rii/. 10 which he 
clearly ckrinni ftrates^ that the Hypothefes of that Author do nei- 
ther a.: et- win the lleavens nor among themfelves^ Which 
argiur :aiiiC carried on fo far, that having finifh't the /i^^r firft 
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Difputations(as they are here to be found)he had begun a few 
fheersofthe ffth^ v^hlch was about the Diagram of Hippar- 
dufjwm which fome have pretended exactly to demonftrate 
the Diftance of the Sun. After which follow two Difputati- 
ons more^ the on$^ of the Celeftial bodies and their Motion^ the 
other^ his Anfwer to the Cavils oiHortenfus againft Tycho^ So 
much of the Firji part of this Volume. 

ThQ fecond coumas a good number o( Extracts out of this 
Authors Letters to his intimate friend and induftrious compai: 
nionintheStudy of Aftrooomys William Crabtree. In which 
occurr many good CelefkialOblervationSj interlaced with di- 
vers notable difcourfss concerning the Method of his ftudies. 

Ih^third^ is a Catalogue of Aftronomical ObfervationSj as 
they were made by our Asthorj without allowance for the Ec- 
centricity ofthe Eye 5 which he afterwards caftigated by a cor- 
rection fairly written with his own hand. 

Thcfourtby is his New Theory of the Moon, together with 
the Lunar Numbers of Mr. Flamftead upon it. 

To thefe are annexed. jjr/? the Celeftial Obfervations oiWih 
Ham Crabtree, concerning Saturn^ Jupiter^ Mars and P^enus 5 and 
then^ Mt.IlamJleeds Diflertation o(thQ Inequality of Solar days^ 
wherein are demonftrated the Profthaphcerefes of the time^ ne- 
ceffary to make an EquarioUjand proceeding from the Une- 
qual motion of the Earth from the Aphelion to the Perihelion^zud 
the Inclination from the Equinoxes to the Solfiices^ and vice 
verfa. 
HI. Marcelli Malpighii PM. C# Medici Bomnienjis Dijfertatio 

Epijlolica de Formatione Pulli in OvoiLondtm apud]oh.Mzx- 

tyn Soc. Reg. Typograpbum^ ad infigne Campance in C^meterio 

S. ?ault^ 1 6 J- 2, in ^\ 

THis excellent Philofopher and Accurate Anatomift, a 
very Induftrious and ufeful Member of the K, Sociefj.im- 
vingin a^iJ/22^/irr?p/ prefented thacllluftrious body with his 
Obfervations upon the Formation of a Chick in an Egg as wcil 
before z% ^2//^r'"Incubation j and that Company having efteem- 
ed them very worchy the Prefs^as well to do the Author righr^ 
as to give occafion to others to inquire further into a matter 
fo conducive for findingout the nature of Generation : We 
{hall here give fome accompt of this wellcorXider'd difcourfej 
after we have intimatedj thatanEnglifh Phyiiiianj a worthy 
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Member alfo of the faid Socmy ^{Dumlliam eroon^)huh like* 
wifcj by a curious examioation of Egg$ not yet iDcabated^ ve- 
ry happily founds 10 cooformity to the dilcovery of Signor 
Malptght^ the Rudiments of a Chick adually cxiftent in the 
Egg even before incubation .• Of which he produced a written 
dilcourfe before the faid Society March 14* 1^71 5 which he 
affirmed to have been written a good while beforehand which 
was read in part Mir^* 2B* 1672. at the publick Meeting of 
the faid Society:who do hope^that the faid DoBor will make no 
difficuky,for confirmation and further excitement, to commu^ 
nicate aifo to the publick his learned Obfer?ations upon this 
fubject^ Which being thus premifd^ we fliall now proceed 
briefly to take r:Dtice3 that this Exercitation of S'gaor Malpi- 
ght^ which came to the RMomtyy Fek^iaSH, contains an ac* 
compt of his having, by careful! and dih'gent Obfervarioos, 
difcover'd, thatin/^row^Eggs^ as vftW before z$ after incubati- 
on, the firft Rudiments and Lines of the principal parts of the 
Ghick arc contained in the Eggs 5 whtttzsixxSubventamomot 
jidle Eggs, inftead offuch a formatjonj there is found nothing 
but an un-form'd globous afh^coloured body^ like a mda. Oi 
thcih prima (lamina orbeginoings, this Author hath traced the 
progrcf$,byobferving their changes, after intubation^ every 
lix hours, for the two firft daysj and, after that^every if or 24^ 
or 48 hours. In the doing of whichj he hath obfery d mtany 
tery curious and remarkable particulars, efpeciaUy aboplh 
Priority of the Motion of theHeart befme the prodiictidft of irii^ 
bloody though that liquor.before it becomes ^ 

to htm, before the raotron of the heart ; as alfo about the faid 
liquor firft cmerging^t^?^. whctherit be a ^m^^k iQlUqmmenm% 
or zliqmr vitality or a fanguis ^/^^^e^^i^^ : concerning whith he 
afleris^ that the Carina^ and the beginnings of the headj brain^ 
and Spina! Marrow, do raanifeftly appear ^^m the Gollecci^ 
on of that Liquor, and its motion, aodchange into the nature 
of Blood *.. For which, and many other confiderable particu* 
lars^fmceihey cannot be treated in fuch an abftract as this 
Without prpj-udiCing the whole, we a,re obliged to remit the 
Resd ..:'••:- :^^-: i-.^'rc dilcourfe i:felf* 

IV. Be 
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IV.DeMENTE HVMANALibriquatunr ^c.Autb.].hA\x}=izm^\ 
P. S. L. Parijfis A, 1672. in 12^ 

T'He Learned Author of this Rook treats in it of rhe Nature, Pow- 
ers, Funftion?, and Immortaiity of the foul , delivering withal a 
folid Logick, illufrrated by various and inftrudive experiments. 
This he doth infoHr parts i 

In the ^r/? he inquireth into the nature, origine and progrefs of 
knowledge in general, znd o^ /Impie, Perception in piniculsir -, obfer- 
ving the chief defects of perceptions, together with their remedies^ 
Attention, and Confideration, much helped by the ftudy of the Nb.- 
thematicks, and by Kecefs, &c. 

In the/^rfi'^ he treats, after ths fame method, of the Jpidgment of 
the Mind, the height and perfection of humane knowledge. Where 
he difcourfes largely of the Criterium and Mark of Truth, confifting 
principally in the clearnefs and diftindnefs of Perception, as that, 
whereby the mind knovps the congruity of its knowledge with the 
thing known. Here he taketh occalioa lot\^m\ntP'^lrrhoylifmeot Seep- 
ticifme, profeffed by aSeftof men that fpeak otherwife than they 
think* Which done, he endeavours to fliew notonly^ whence the 
Light and Evidence of Principles flows, namely from Eternal and 
Immutable Reafons and /^^V, forming and direding our knowledge, 
and begetting a certain and firm juagment iti usj butalfo,how we 
fballcome tQ fee thofe Eternal reafons or that Intrinfick Light of 
Truth. To all which he anne}(eth thofe Propofitioni, that; af;e,in his 
judgment, to be efteeraed for Principles and Axioms fo evident, that 
their Truth fhineth forth by themfel ves., arifd needs no demonftration/ 
Concluding this part with a confiderable Enumeration i^i/^i? of the 
principal Caufes of Errors, (which may be refolvM into that niain 
onCytbtConfuJiof^ofPerceptions^htQQding^^^^^ 
or a falfe judgmentjP and of the Remedies of the faniie. 

in the Third^bt ir:^d.i% oi ArgHmentation and fts nature andorigine \ 
of Syllogifmes and Faralogifmesf and efpcciaify of the ti^uc way of 
Demonftrating > which latter he fo performs, that little feenris to be 
by him omitted of what hath been written by others that is conlidera- 
ble. And leaft a naked and jejune delivery of Rules fhouid prove te- 
dious tothi Reader, he hath made them grateful with abandince of 
uncommon and pleafing examples j and laboured; not only in a Lo- 
gical but Phyfiological way to explain the caufe, nature, windings 
and errors of Ratiocination, Bei.des, his purpofe being to deliver 
a LoTick. futable not onlv to the oldScholafticLbutalfo to the Mo- 
demand Experimental Philofophy -^ he difcourfeth copioufly and 
inftruftiveiy of Inductkn , fhewing from t!fe Excellent Lord o2' Ve- 
rnUmy and the llluftrious Robert Boyle^ how Natural. Philofophy and 
all ufeful Arts may be improved and advanced by the hitherto tor; 
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much ncglcftcd induaion. Wherehe takes occafion to fpeakofan^ 
commend that ^ay of finding oat the Eftcie^ caufes of things, call'd 
by the newly mentioned Lord InFtantU Crucis^ becaufe, like a Crofs 
creded where more ways than one do meet, it (hews which of them 
you are to take. Which, among others, hcilluftrates by ttie example 
concerning the Qaeilioa of the Canfe of Gravity, viz.. Whether it be a 
Quality inherent in bodies, or the Magnetical power of the Earth, or 
the Cir cum- ambient Air or i£ther ? Alledging for this purpofe an 
Experiment, fecming to him to be fuch a determining tnftance as hath 
been fpoken of •, made by Monfieur Hugens before the Royal Acade- 
my at Piirlsy and related at large by Monf. Rohmlt in his Traite de 
Phyjiqne^ printed at P^r^ A. iSji.panz, ch. iS.p, 122% to which wc 
refer the Reader s haftning to 

The Fourth and lafl: part or this Book, which confiders the Powers, 
Nature, and Immortality of the Rational Sou!, and is follicicoufly 
employed in folving many difHculties occurring about this matter : 
Which being a fubjeft not fo proper to the defign of thcfe Trafts, we 
fliall here forbear to enlarge upon. 

V. A Lttt^r of Frdyicefco i?<?^/ concerning fome ObjeAions made 
upon his Obfervations about Fipers j together with a Reply to that 
Letter by M^yfe Charas : Now both Printed in Ert^lijh.ior John Mar- 
tyn. Printer to the R. Society , at the Bell in St. Pmls Church yard.iCjz. 
in 80 •, and formerly defcribed in thefeT'r^a/, Vvl> Numh. 66. f %oi6. 
and Nnrnk^i.^, 407 3 • 

VI. Dt Gemmarum Origine & Viribus Exercitatio : Auth. Roberta 
Boyle, Nobili Anglo. This Trad was alfo formerly, when it firft came 
abroad in E^^/^y^, defcribed, viz. in iV/^;»^. 84.^. 4095. andis now 
mention^ again , only to give notice to Forrainers, that *tis printed 
in Z^nW for the fame Bookfcller, for whom was printed the Engiifli 
Edition. 



Err^^a in thli Tract. 
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